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who might have been expected to have better sense than to associate
with a movement, which had for its avowed object the overthrow of
a citizen of whom any country might be proud. That it had the
support of people in high places only goes to prove the short-
sightedness and ingrained prejudice of the rulers of the land. Men of
sobriety of views, honesty of purpose and sterling worth are seldom
regarded by them with friendly eyes, until the forces of extremism
and violence rear their ugly heads, when all at once these Rip Waa
Winkles wake up and realize that those upon whom they looked
down with suspicion and hostility because of their independence and
out-spokenness, were after all the strongest pillars of the State.
While, however, the attitude of officials high and low can be
readily explained, It is not easy to understand how the movement
could have received the support of Indians of position and respon-
sibility. It was largely with the assistance of Pherozeshah's own
countrymen that the Caucus was able to achieve such a signal
victory at the polls. A sad and disheartening thought indeed, were it
not for the consideration that a higher standard of public conduct
can only come when the people are entrusted with the responsibility
of managing their own affairs. The Caucus forms a sad chapter in
the civic annals of Bombay. Never again, let us hope, will such a
movement, so utterly contemptible in every phase of it, disfigure her
honourable record.